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Pest Detectives Worksheet

TERMITES

Infestation Areas
+ Crawlspaces

« Interior of walls

+ Woodpiles

Signs of an Infestation

T Tiny wings shed by alates near doors or windows

T Mud tubes on building foundations

T Blistered wood in floors and/or doorways. This usually sounds hollow when tapped.

COCKROACHES

Infestation Areas
+ Under sinks
* In cabinets where food is stored

+ Landscaped areas that have mulch and
are watered regularly

ANTS

Signs of an Infestation

T Shed exoskeletons

T Tiny brown oval egg cases

T Live roaches seen foraging during the day (cockroaches are typically nocturnal)

Infestation Areas

« Pet food and water dishes

+ Kitchen counters and pantries
+ Bathroom sinks and bathtubs

Signs of an Infestation

T Piles of soil on concrete or soil surface
T Trails of ants

T Piles of wood shavings (carpenter ants)

FLEAS

Infestation Areas
* Pets

* Pet bedding

+ Carpeted floors

Signs of an Infestation

T Black, pepper-sized specks on animals or within the home
T ltchy skin (notjust on animals, but on humans too)

T Adult fleas seen on animals or jumping from carpets

WASPS

Infestation Areas

+ Under decks, eaves or overhangs

* In a hole in the side of the building

* In underground burrows located near the home

BEDBUGS

Signs of an Infestation

T Nests found under gutters, corners of patios, sheds, etc.
T Faint buzzing noises

T Wasps found flying around your home

Infestation Areas

* Mattresses

* Couches, chairs and other furniture
+ Book bags, luggage or clothing

Signs of an Infestation

T Red, itchy welts on the skin, similar to mosquito bites
T Blood spots on bedsheets

T Shed exoskeletons from bedbugs

SPIDERS

Infestation Areas
+ Dark basements or crawlspaces
* Piles of clothing left on the floor

+ Around exterior doors where lights are
left on overnight

Signs of an Infestation

T Abandoned cobwebs

T Fresh webs with spiders and egg sacs

T Live spiders foraging in the home or other building

RATS

Infestation Areas
+ Garages, attics or storage areas
« Piles of firewood or debris

Name

Signs of an Infestation

T Gnawed boxes of food in pantries

T Dark droppings one-half to three-quarters inch in length
T OQily rub marks along walls where rodents routinely travel

Date




Glossary

Abdomen — the hind portion of the three main body parts on an insect that protects the organs
Antennae — a pair of appendages located on the head above the mouthparts, used as sensory organs

Arthropod — any of a phylum of invertebrate animals (insects, spiders, and crustaceans such as crabs) having a segmented
body, jointed limbs and a shell of chitin that is shed periodically

Chrysalis — the pupa of a butterfly or moth

Cocoon — assilken case made by the larva of some insects (as moths) in which it passes the pupa stage before emerging
Complete metamorphosis — life cycle found in the majority of insect species with four stages: egg, larva, pupa and adult
Decomposer — an organism (such as a bacterium, fungus or insect) that feeds on and breaks down dead plant or animal matter
Decomposition — the breakdown of plant or animal matter

Dichotomous key — a series of pairs of phrases or descriptions that are used to classify a group of living things by making
choices between the sets of traits and characteristics described in each pair

Exoskeleton — a hard supporting or protective structure (as of an insect, spider or crustacean) on the outside of the body

Head — the upper or front part of the body (as of a human being or an insect) that contains the brain, the chief sense organs
and the mouth

Incomplete metamorphosis — life cycle found in some insects (like grasshoppers) in which there are three stages—
egg, nymph and adult—and in which the young insect usually resembles the adult

Insect — any of a class of arthropods (such as butterflies, true bugs, two-winged flies, bees and grasshoppers) with the body clearly
divided into a head, thorax and abdomen, with three pairs of jointed legs, and usually with one or two pairs of wings

Larva — a young wingless, often wormlike form (such as a grub or caterpillar) that hatches from the egg of many insects

Metamorphosis — a change in form during development from an immature stage (for example, a tadpole or a caterpillar)
to an adult stage (for example, a frog or a butterfly)

Pupa — a stage of an insect (such as a bee, moth or beetle) having complete metamorphosis that occurs between the larva
and the adult, and usually enclosed in a cocoon or case

Thorax — the body region between the head and the abdomen that bears the legs and wings
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Insect Resource List

Books for Children Insect Links
Anansi the Spider: A Tale From the Ashanti by Gerald McDermott ~ Harry’s Big Adventure

Backyard Detective: Critters Up Close by Nic Bishop www.harrysbigadventure.com

Be Nice to Spiders by Margaret Bloy Graham
Crickwing by Janell Cannon Audubon Insectarium

Insectlopedia by Douglas Florian www.auduboninstitute.org/insectarium.html

The Very Lonely Firefly, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, The Very
Noisy Click Beetle, The Grouchy Ladybug, The Very Quiet Cricket The University of Florida Book of Insect Records
all by Eric Carle (UFBIR)

Waiting for Wings by Lois Enlert entomology.ifas.ufl.edu/walker/ufbir/

Books for Teachers What’s that bug?

Bottle Biology. The Bottle Biology Project, University of
Wisconsin-Madison. 1993.

Guide to Observing Insect Lives. Stokes, Donald W. Little Brown
and Company. 1983.

www.whatsthatbug.com

Insectclopedia

www.insectclopedia.com/

Monarchs in the Classroom: An inquiry-based curriculum for
middle school. University of Minnesota. 1999.

Terminix’s Learning Center

Places to Visit www.terminix.com/Information/

Audubon Insectarium
US Custom House

423 Canal Street

New Orleans, LA 70130

“Audubon Insectarium is the largest museum dedicated to insects
and their relatives in the U.S.
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